S8o                         Vishnu

The ceremony of initiation with the holy thread must
not be delayed beyond the sixteenth year in the case
of Brdhmana,  beyond  the  twenty-second  year in  the
case of a Kshatriya, atid beyond the twenty-fourth yeaf
in the case of a Vais'ya youth. (26)

Beyond these age limits, youths of these three castes,
not duly initiated with the thread, become degraded,
and deprived of the privilege of being initiated with
the Sivitri Mantra and are called Vrafyas. (27)

The skin, the thread, the girdle, the staff, and the
garmeftt, enjoined to be used by a youth of any parti*
culat caste, during the Upanayanam ceremony, should
be tised by him in other religious rites as well. (28)

A girdle, a skin, a staff, a holy thread, or a Kamun-
dalu (ewer), broken or spoiled by uue, should be thrown
into the water, and one should take a new one, conse-
crated with the Mantras. (29)

CHAPTER XXVIII.
Now the students of the Vtdas (Brahmach&rins) shall
reside in the houses of their preceptors, (i) And per-
form the two rites of Sandhyd^ every day. (2) Stand-
tling he (a Brabmacharin) shall perform the morning
Sandhya, and the evening Sandhyd, seated. (3) At
both these times he shall bathe and offer oblations in
the [fire. (4) He shall plunge into the water without
reciting any Mantra (Dandabat*.) (5) He shall study
(the Ve-das) when called upon to do so. (6) He shall
The text has Dandavat Majjanam, An ablution taken without
reciting any Mantra (Amantra Sndnam) is called] Dandatai Majjanam
and not, as Joliy has translated it, a plunge into the water like a rod."